Syllabus

The Ohio State University

Social Stratification

Summer Quarter 2005

Instructor:


Joshua Dubrow

Email:



dubrow.2@sociology.osu.edu

Course and Call Number:
Soc 463, 16595-0

Days and Time:

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Building and Room:

Dreese Laboratories (DL) Room 264

Office Location and Phone:
Raney Commons, Cubicle F, (614) 688-4326 or call the 

Department of Sociology (614) 292-6681.  Mailbox is located in 301 Bricker Hall.

Office Hours:


Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 

and by appointment.  

Course Website:



Course Description and Objectives

This course is designed to examine causes and consequences of social stratification and inequality.  We will address a broad range of concepts, theories, and methods used in the study of stratification.  Among the subjects we will explore are class, race, gender, socioeconomic status, status attainment, power, elites, poverty, social mobility, and social welfare.  We will explore these subjects within a comparative, historical, and current events frame work.          

The objectives of the course are the following:

1. Understand the basics of current thought in social stratification and inequality. 

2. Apply sociological concepts to a broad range of stratification related phenomena.

3. Learn to analyze past and current events sociologically.

4. Integrate everyday experiences with stratification concepts to enhance understanding of social issues.

Required Readings
1) Kerbo, Harold R.  2003.  Social Stratification and Inequality.  New York:    

McGraw Hill.

2) “Class Matters” New York Times
Evaluation

Writing Assignments:



40%

Students will complete two writing assignments:  (a) a combination book review and research report on “Class Matters,” concerning class in America worth 20% of your grade and (b) a weekly summary of the previous week’s notes and readings worth 20% of your grade.  Early in the quarter, I will distribute a guide to the writing assignments.  Due dates are specified in the course outline. 

Midterm Exam:



30%


This will be a short answer/multiple choice exam on the topics discussed up to the middle of the term.  You are responsible for everything you read for class and all lectures.

Final Exam:




30%


This will be a short answer/multiple choice exam on the topics discussed from the middle to the end of the term.  Although the final is not cumulative, you must be familiar with the basic concepts covered in the first part of the course.  You are responsible for everything you read for class and all lectures from the middle to the end of the term.

Policies on Attendance, Civility, Late Materials, and Exam Make-Ups:

I expect everyone to attend and participate in class.  You are responsible for any and all in-class materials, including hand-outs and lecture notes.

I expect everyone to show up to class on time.  During class, beepers and cell phones must be turned off.  I will make exceptions to the “no beepers and cell phones rule” if you explain why you need them turned on during class.  You must inform me of this reason before class begins.  Please remember to be civil to one another.  We will be with each other for over two months and we all need a healthy and comfortable classroom environment to learn and discuss issues.

I will accept late materials and give Midterm Exam make-ups only if I am notified 24 hours prior to the deadline.  All late assignments must be either handed to me personally or placed in my Bricker Hall mailbox (301 Bricker Hall, 3rd Floor).  Late writing assignments will be assessed a late penalty of 10% off per day.  To qualify as an extreme circumstance, you must provide written documentation of the event (e.g. doctor’s note, towing receipt, etc.).  

Finally… YOU MAY NOT RESCHEDULE THE FINAL EXAMINATION FOR ANY REASON.  There are no exceptions to this rule.  Please do not miss the final exam. 

Course Outline*

*
The topic and readings may change depending on instructor interest.  Readings

are due on the date they are assigned.

OP
When you see “OP” next to an assigned reading, it means that the reading is 

OPtional.

E
When you see “E” next to an assigned reading, it means that the reading can also 

be found in Electronic reserve.

	Date
	Week #
	Topic
	Reading(s)

	June 21
	1
	Syllabus


	Syllabus

	June 23
	1
	Basic Concepts, Trends and Dimensions of Stratification

	a)  E  Chapter 1 Kerbo (2003) (hereafter “Textbook”).

b)  E  Skim Textbook Chapter 2

	June 28
	2
	Social Stratification in Preindustrial Societies


	Textbook Chapter 3

Due:  Summary of Week 1



	June 30
	2
	Early Statements on Social Stratification
	a)  Textbook Chapter 4

OP)  E  Marx (1888) excerpt of the “Manifesto of the Communist Party” 

OP)  E  Weber “Class, Status and Party”
OP)  The Onion (2002) “Marxists’ Apartment a Microcosm of Why Marxism Doesn’t Work”



	July 5
	3
	Modern Statements on Social Stratification
	a)  Textbook Chapter 5

OP)  E  Davis and Moore (1944) “Some Principles of Stratification” 

OP)  E  Tumin (1953) “Some Principles of Stratification: A Critical Analysis.”

Due:  Summary of Week 2



	July 7
	3
	Elites
	Textbook Chapters 6 and 7



	July 12
	4
	MIDTERM 
	9:30 a.m. to 11:18 a.m., DL 264



	July 14
	4
	Middle Class
	Textbook Chapter 8



	July 19
	5
	Poverty Within Nations


	Textbook Chapter 9

Due:  Summary of Week 4



	July 21
	5
	Gender
	a)  Textbook Chapter 10

b)  E  Skim Textbook Chapter 2



	July 26
	6
	Race and Ethnicity


	a)  Textbook Chapter 11


b)  E  Skim Textbook Chapter 2

Due:  Summary of Week 5



	July 28
	6
	Education and the Black/White Test Score Gap
	Film and Discussion of “CNN Presents:  The Gap; Fifty Years After the Brown Ruling”

a)  Kirp (2004) “Life Way After Head Start” New York Times
b)  Farkas (2004) “Black/White Test Score Gap” Contexts



	Aug 2
	7
	Social Mobility and Status Attainment, Part I
	Textbook Chapter 12

Due:  Summary of Week 6



	Aug 4
	7
	Social Mobility and Status Attainment, Part II
	Textbook Chapter 12



	Aug 9
	8
	Process of Legitimation
	Textbook Chapter 13

Due:  Summary of Week 7



	Aug 11
	8
	Poverty Between Nations
	Textbook Chapters 14 and 17



	Aug 16
	9
	Reading Day
	Class Cancelled



	Aug 18
	9
	Social Justice
	Class Debate:  Economic Bill of Rights
Due:  Class Matters Report



	Aug 24
	
	Final
	9:30 a.m. to 11:18 a.m., DL 264


This publication is available in alternative formats upon request by contacting Disability Services (292-3307).  Students with disabilities are responsible for making their needs known to the instructor and for seeking assistance in a timely manner.
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